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BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
New Business: Best In The West Bakery, Spruceview:
After years of baking for a large family and for bake sales in Innisfail,
Lynelle Torkelsen decided it was time to open up her own store. In
order to serve her long-time customers, and to keep up with the high
demand, Lynelle and her family established Best in the West Bakery
and Café in Spruce View, which officially opened its doors on March
27, 2018. Best in the West Bakery and Café offers several different
types of delicious baked goods such as breads, cakes, cookies and
cinnamons buns, but also specializes in homemade doughnuts.
Lynelle reports that on ‘Doughnut Days’ (Tuesdays and Thursdays),
nearly 600 doughnuts are baked and sold. The bakery offers a quaint
dining area for customers to stay and enjoy the pleasant atmosphere,
and are adding sandwiches to their impressive menu in May 2018.
Business Retention and Expansion Program:
Effective Economic Development programs pay a significant amount of attention to regional business health,
and rely on a fundamental understanding that existing companies form a central engine of economic growth.
Caring for existing businesses provides the greatest opportunity for prosperity. A variety of programs and
activities are implemented in order to do this, usually in the context of a formalized local business care
platform.
Red Deer County’s Economic Development team will be executing a Business Retention and Expansion (BRE)
program this year. The premise of a BRE program is based on the well-established understanding that the
majority of job creation in a local area or region is generated by existing businesses. Existing businesses have
already invested in the community and, over time, generate the highest number of new jobs, investment and
growth. A BRE program is a structured, action-oriented approach to business and Economic Development.
Its proactive outreach style of interviews identifies opportunities to support local business retention, facilitate
expansion and promote new investment. We hope to better understand our business community and help
identify the needs of business leaders and where/when they need support. A special thanks to the following
businesses who helped in the development of the BRE Program by participating in pilot interviews:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gentex Industries Inc.
Freedom House
Legacy Monuments
Outlaw Eagle Manufacturing Ltd.
Kello-Bilt
Proform Management Inc.
The Hideout
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunrooms and Awnings
Norseman Oilfield Mechanical Services
Dalco Industries
Hampton Inn & Suites
All Around Doors
Stream-Flo Industries Ltd.

INFRASTRUCTURE
investment
Red Deer County Urban Living-Private Sector Infrastructure development:
Malibu Communities, Springbrook:
Malibu Communities Ltd. has expressed that they are committed to developing balanced communities of
residential properties with complimentary land uses within the Hamlet of Springbrook. In order to achieve
this vision, Red Deer County approved a comprehensive plan which describes the land use framework and
development objectives for an area of approximately 38.53 hectares within the Hamlet in June of 2005. Since
2005, over 135 single family homes and 116 multi-family units have been developed within Phases 1 through
6 of the Plan. More than 1.4 kilometres of roadways, complete with deep and shallow utilities, lanes, trails and
sidewalks have been constructed to service this growing community. Malibu Communities Ltd. has invested a
total of $9.45 million in new infrastructure thus far and anticipate an estimated infrastructure improvement of
$25.4 million at full build-out.
Alberta Transportation- Highway 2 / Gaetz Avenue Interchange Improvement
Project:
In 2016, Alberta Transportation began a $100,000,000.00, multi-year project to construct a new interchange at
Highway 2, Gaetz Avenue and Taylor Drive, south of the City of Red Deer. This new expansion will provide an
excellent gateway into the ever growing Gasoline Alley West and East, making it more accessible to motorists
and businesses that wish to operate in this area. Motorist traveling on the Gasoline Alley East Service Road
will be able to access Highway 2 directly via the new collector-distributor road. Southbound motorists will be
able to access Gasoline Alley West through the new collector-distributor roads from Highway 2, as well as
providing direct access into Gasoline Alley West from Red Deer via the new overpass. With the Canada Winter
Games coming to the region in 2019, this interchange will be a great addition to the area to allow an easier and
more efficient way to access our businesses and services.
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2018 BUILDING STATISTICS/AREA

15%

Red Deer Areas (1, 2, 9, 10)

9%

West of QE2 (5, 6, 7, 8, 11)
East of QE2 (3, 4)
76%

BUILDING STATISTICS
Q1
dwellings

$ 7,960,799.35

res other

$ 690,500.00

demolition

$ 12,500.00

commercial

$ 11,871,600.00

ToTaL

$ 20,535,399.35

2018 HOUSING STARTS
Q1: 45

RED DEER COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT VISION:
To actively encourage business growth that contributes to sustainable
prosperity for the County and its community partners and that protects the
region’s values, strengths and livability.

