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DEVELOPMENT
SOUTHERN IRRIGATION, RED DEER COUNTY
Southern Irrigation, located at 246 Belich Drive, in Red Deer County, opened the doors of their brand new
building in July 2019. Southern Irrigation is a family owned and operated business that has been providing
exceptional service to their clients for over 30 years. Founder Bert Oostenbrink started selling drip irrigation
products for shelter belts in Southern Alberta in the 1980’s and started Southern Irrigation Ltd. in Chilliwack
in BC in 1987. In 2010, they opened in Lethbridge, and in 2019, in addition to their Red Deer County location
in Belich Business Park, they began operations in Oliver, BC. While agriculture irrigation design and supply
is their main focus and specialty, they have a strong team of experts who provide intelligent water solutions
projects for dairy farms, crop farms, municipalities, golf courses, campgrounds, greenhouses, market gardens,
colonies and acreages. They supply quality brands of submersible well pumps, motors and controls, centrifugal
pumps, gas pumps, HDPE, PVC and LDPE pipe and fittings, septic and water treatment products, sprinklers,
irrigation reels and much more. Andrew Neels,
Location Lead, adds “Our promise is to provide
quality products, intelligent solutions and an
outstanding customer experience. We operate
as a wholesaler but also as a retail store where
customers can walk the isles and choose what
they need. Currently in Red Deer County we
have a team of five, but are always looking for
good people to grow with us.”
ALBERTA HALAL CHICKEN AND MEAT, RED DEER COUNTY
On June 23, 2020, Red Deer County’s Municipal
Planning Commission unanimously approved an
application to convert an existing agriculture building
into an abattoir on a 10 acre parcel approximately
5 kilometres east of Innisfail. Alberta Halal Chicken
and Meat Ltd’s owner/operator, Mohammad Ferdous
Zakaria, sees a growing enthusiasm among people
to find locally sourced food that is produced and
processed in the area. Zakaria, who is a chemical
engineer and who has worked for 20 years in the
refining and petrochemical sector, always dreamt to

connect with the agricultural sector. He shares, “Our
objective is to serve the community and society. We
will also help our neighbor farms who have difficulties
in slaughtering the animals”. Red Deer County
Mayor, Jim Wood, agrees, stating “It’s a benefit to
our food security and food availability that we have
more abattoirs in our communities.” “It also provides
an opportunity to add value to products locally,
rather than transporting animals elsewhere to be
processed”, he added.

TIM HORTONS GRAND OPENING AT RED DEER COUNTY’S JUNCTION 42
At the end of June 2020, the County was pleased to announce the opening of another business at Junction 42
to serve the travelling public and County residents. Tim Hortons
held their Grand Opening on June 29th, and Red Deer County
was there to help them celebrate. Tim Hortons is a contributing
piece of the Travel Service Centre which includes a bulk fuel
cardlock, gasoline and electric vehicle service station and
additional fast service restaurants. Located at the Highway QEII
and Highway 42 Interchange, Red Deer County’s Junction 42 is
slated to be the next major commercial hub on the QEII corridor.
Traffic has been increasing steadily since its official opening in
2019, with the latest numbers indicating that over 10,000 trucks
visited the Junction 42 Partnership Rest Area during the month
of June alone!
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INVESTMENT
RED DEER REGIONAL AIRPORT RUNWAY REFURBISHMENT PROJECT
Refurbishment of the airport’s
secondary runway got underway
in June 2020. The tender for the
project was awarded to locally
owned and operated Border
Paving. It’s anticipated the project
will support nearly 50 jobs, while
keeping funds within central Alberta
and supporting the businesses
that call YQF home. “Runway
12/30 is a vital part of our existing
infrastructure and currently
supports more than 12,000 takeoffs
and landings annually,” says
Red Deer Regional Airport CEO
Graham Ingham, in a news release. “This project, like all other airport projects, is being completed per the
airport’s 10-year capital plan, which is updated annually. The runway refurbishment project comes with a $1.8
million price tag, and will take approximately eight weeks to complete.” The project will be staged to alleviate
to the greatest extent possible, any impact on the local economy and transient businesses, adding Red Deer
Regional Airport continues to see growth and success as they plan for the future. Red Deer Regional Airport is
and affordable alternative to Calgary and Edmonton, and is as a cost-effective solution to many aviation and
aviation-related businesses looking to gain that strategic business advantage.
“With key partnership agreements in place with the likes of the Rice Group, EFC Developments, and Tucana
Aviation, the future of the airport has never looked so bright, and it’s only a matter of when, not if, the airport
will enter its next phase of rapid and sustained growth,” says the Airport’s Director, Business Development,
Communications and Marketing, Nicole Holinaty.
Red Deer County continues to support the Red Deer Regional Airport and view transportation and logistics as
a key to our economic prosperity.
GASOLINE ALLEY ENTRANCE SIGN
It’s hard to miss the new Gasoline Alley archway sign
at the north entrance to Gasoline Alley, located just
before the roundabout on Leva Avenue. The project was
initiated in 2019, primarily in response to the recently
completed Highway 2/Gaetz Avenue Interchange project
which significantly altered the road system leading into
the area which caused some confusion among drivers.
The sign acts as a calming feature for traffic just getting
off the highway and welcomes travelers into the hamlet.
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2020 BUILDING STATISTICS/AREA

2020 Building Statistics

2020 HOUSING STARTS
Q2: 31
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BUILDING STATISTICS
Q1

Q2

Dwellings

$3,016,000.00

$4,264,349.82

Res Other

$706,200.00

$910,069.94

Demolition

$16,290.00

-

Commercial $1,559,663.00

$2,014,050.00

TOTAL

$10,623,362.34

$5,298,153.00

RED DEER COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT VISION:
To actively encourage business growth that contributes to sustainable
prosperity for the County and its community partners and that protects the
region’s values, strengths and livability.

