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DEVELOPMENT

RED DEER COUNT Y RECEIVES THE 2021 MINISTER’S AWARD
FOR MUNICIPAL EXCELLENCE
Red Deer County is honored to be the recipient of the
2021 Minister’s Award for Municipal Excellence with
Special Recognition for red tape reduction (RTR) in
Rural Municipality.

ministry review panel highlighted Red Deer County’s
collaborative nature of initiative and appreciated the
overall goal of helping businesses succeed in the
community.

The award recognizes the County’s efforts this past
year for initiatives to reduce unnecessary time and
resources spent by citizens and businesses to comply
with regulatory and administrative requirements
imposed by legislation, regulations, and associated
policies, forms and guides. Since 2002, this annual
award program encourages municipalities to share
successes by recognizing accomplishments in the
provision of municipal services in Alberta.

Mayor Jim Wood remarked “this certificate of
recognition demonstrates that County takes pride in
creating solutions for its residents and ratepayers,
this is a level of accomplishment we’re really proud
of!”

In an official letter from Honorable Ric McIver, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs commends Red Deer
County’s “work to make it easier for businesses
to start up in the municipality, particularly by
streamlining business approvals.” In the letter, the

GASOLINE ALLEY FARMERS MARKET GRAND OPENING
The Gasoline Alley Farmers Market opened their
doors in November 2020, however due to the
Covid-19 pandemic they were not able to properly
celebrate the occasion. With the lifting of most
restrictions, the market was able to host a their “Very
Belated Grand Opening Celebration” over August
27, 2021 through August 29, 2021. On Sunday they
also had face painting, more music, more food and
a clown! This family friendly weekend was well
attended by Albertans who came from near and far to
help celebrate this wonderful event.

The indoor market is located in a 24,000 ft² new
building constructed across the street from Trail
Appliances and Cam Clark Ford, 2020 at the corner
of Laura Avenue and Lantern Street. This site was
selected for the project as it is centrally located
with fast and easy access to the QE2 Highway and
Highway 2A, and has a catchment population of
300,000 people within a 1-hour drive.
The Alberta approved farmers market houses
approximately 50 individual, independent vendors
from all around Alberta, in addition to food and
beverage options. A unique feature of the market
is the Craft Beer Commonwealth, which is a union
of three local brewers: Red Shed Malting, Red Hart
Brewing, and Blindman Brewing. The brewery offers
patrons a home-grown tasting experience along with
the local food vendors.
The Gasoline Alley Indoor Farmers Market is
extremely pleased with the level of support received
from Red Deer County, Central Albertans, local
producers and vendors. For more information and to
see a complete list of participating vendors, please
visit https://gasolinealleyindoorfarmersmarket.ca/

The entire Lantern Street East Intersection Upgrade
was completed in September 2021. The project
included roadway widening from Leva Avenue to
Laura Avenue, construction of a “mini-roundabout”
at Liberty Avenue (by the Hideout Restaurant), curbs,
sidewalks and underground utilities. In addition to
the primary work, two pedestrian pathways were
constructed south of Lantern Street. Total costs for
this project were $2.9M.
The major construction project of the intersection
of Highway 2A and Township Road 372 (which is
known as Airport Drive once it enters the Hamlet of
Springbrook) was also completed this September.
The project is unique, in that Red Deer County
had been asked to design and project manage the
construction of Provincial infrastructure on behalf
of the Provincial government. Mayor Jim Wood
commented, “This was a huge project for the County
and the Hamlet of Springbrook. The intersection at
Highway 2A and Springbrook has been an issue for
years, as the amount of traffic on Highway 2A has
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steadily increased. I am very happy that we were able
to partner with Alberta Transportation, and that they
have demonstrated faith in our ability to manage the
project. This roundabout will improve traffic safety
while not impacting our bottom line in a significant
way.” Red Deer County had agreed to pay $857,000
toward the project. This cost is comprised of $750,000
for road work and $107,000 for additional costs related
to utility work which was completed at the same time.
The total cost of the project was budgeted at $6.8M.
The new roundabouts in Red Deer County will keep
high volume of traffic moving efficiently and safely.

INVESTMENT

COMPLETED ROUNDABOUTS AT LANTERN STREET &
LIBERT Y AVENUE AND TOWNSHIP ROAD 372 & HIGHWAY 2A
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B U I L D I N G S TAT I S T I C S
Q1

Q2

Q3

Dwellings

$7,767,893.20

$11,738,035.00

$12,754,792.00

Res Other

$878,920.50

$2,757,427.00

$1,007,202.07

Demolition

$15,000.00

$31,000.00

$23,500.00

Commercial

$938,890.00

$6,785,350.00

$5,414,000.00

TOTAL

$9,600,703.70

$14,526,462.00 $19,199,494.07

2 0 2 1 B U I L D I N G S TAT I S T I C S / A R E A
2021 Building Statistics
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East of QE 2 (3, 4)
Junction 42

33%
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RED DEER COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT VISION:
To actively encourage business
growth that contributes to
sustainable prosperity for the
County and its community
partners and that protects the
region’s values, strengths and
livability.

