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DEVELOPMENT

NEW BUSINESSES

2021 continued to be quite unsettled as the world
together watched the COVID-19 pandemic unfold and
disrupt life as we know it. Despite this uncertain and
unprecedented time Red Deer County experienced
many new and exciting developments throughout
the year and we are excited to enter 2022 building
on the momentum we have carried. In 2021, over 100
new businesses opened their doors within Red Deer
County, including, but not limited to:

Construction value of permitted building for the year
totalled $70 million. Due to the ongoing pandemic,
industrial and commercial activity was somewhat
lower than historical average. That said, several
exciting projects valued at over $1M in construction
value were approved for construction, including:

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Craft Beer Nation
Happy Hippo Bath Company
Dairy Queen
Pizza Pizza
Habitat for Humanity
Adrenalin Exotics

FIBER OPTIC PROJECT

With the approval of several Communication Towers,
Fiber Optic lines, and Points of Presence (PoP), Red
Deer County is pleased that construction of the fiber
optic high speed internet project, is well underway. In
fact, the Spruce View Tower and IX line from Junction
42 to the Hamlet of Spruce View were completed this
year. Over 100 kilometres of fiber conduit have been
installed throughout the County! Junction 42 is now
home to the Backbone PoP which is an integral piece
of the County’s Fiber Optic Network and Fiber fed
Wifi.

Rebel Vac Systems Expansion (Burnt Lake)
JCT 42 Truck Lube (Junction 42)
Cervus Equipment (Junction 42)
Mattress Mattress (Gasoline Alley)
Pure Life Carbon (Gasoline Alley)
Grubb Engineering (Gasoline Alley)

Red Deer County views fiber optic infrastructure
as being no different from road, power, water, and
waste treatment infrastructure that is so critical to the
sustainability and future of rural Alberta. Therefore,
over the next four years, the County will construct
an end-to-end fiber optic network by investing
in infrastructure, while contracting out all other
operational services (including wholesale and retail
operations).

JUNCTION 42 PARTNERSHIP
REST AREA

The Rest Area saw over 185,000 truck visits this year.
Since its inception the Rest Area has had 350,000
truck visits (> 30 minutes and < than 8 hours). To
put it in perspective, a truck pulls into the Rest
Area every 3 minutes, on average. Peak hours are
overnight between midnight and 6:00 am. Plans are
in the works to expand the Rest Area and to develop
a roundabout at the intersection of Highway 42 and
Junction Drive.

The entire Lantern Street East Intersection Upgrade
was completed in September 2021. The project
included roadway widening from Leva Avenue to
Laura Avenue, construction of a “mini-roundabout”
at Liberty Avenue (by the Hideout Restaurant), curbs,
sidewalks, and underground utilities. In addition to

the primary work, two pedestrian pathways were
constructed south of Lantern Street. Total costs for
this project were $2.9M.

The major construction project of the intersection
of Highway 2A and Township Road 372 (which is
known as Airport Drive once it enters the Hamlet
of Springbrook) was also completed in September
2021. The project is unique, in that Red Deer County
had been asked to design and project manage the
construction of Provincial infrastructure on behalf
of the Provincial government. Red Deer County had
agreed to pay $857,000 toward the project. This cost
is comprised of $750,000 for road work and $107,000
for additional costs related to utility work which was
completed at the same time. The total cost of the
project was budgeted at $6.8M.

INVESTMENT

COMPLETED ROUNDABOUTS AT LANTERN STREET &
LIBERTY AVENUE AND TOWNSHIP ROAD 372 & HIGHWAY 2A

The new roundabouts in Red Deer County will keep
high volume of traffic moving efficiently and safely.

MAJOR EVENTS
Red Deer County was proud to be major sponsors of
both the Canadian Finals Rodeo and Agri-Trade this
year. Farmers and agribusiness professionals came
to Westerner Park for the opportunity to get down to
business with the exhibitors at Agri-Trade Equipment
Expo presented by Farm Credit Canada. The sold-out
exhibit space was packed with more than 475 booths
of the industry’s latest and most comprehensive
display of equipment, services and technology. In
addition to $250M in direct equipment sales the event
brings a significant amount of tourism spending to
the Central Alberta Region and the City of Red Deer.

music. While this is reduced from the 2019 numbers
of $30 million and 34,000 attendees, it is a significant
benefit to the local area, and a positive message for
the community.

It is estimated that the Canadian Finals Rodeo
generated $25 million in economic activity for Central
Alberta. Over 25,000 people attended the rodeo itself,
with thousands more taking in the number of free
onsite activities, including the CFR Trade Show, the
nightly Buckle Presentations and Cabaret with live
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Q4 2021 NEW
BUSINESSES

INCLUDING NEW
HOME-BASED
BUSINESSES

Q4
2021

Q4
2021
B U I L D I N G S TAT I S T I C S
Q1

Q2

Q3

Dwellings

$7,767,893.20

$11,738,035.00 $12,754,792.00

Res Other

$878,920.50

$2,757,427.00

Demolition

$15,000.00

Commercial

$938,890.00

TOTAL

9,600,703.70

Q4

Year to Date Totals

$15,813,206.66

$48,072,926.86

$1,007,202.07

$2,359,180.32

$7,002,729.89

$31,000.00

$23,500.00

$72,000.00

$141,500.00

$6,785,350.00

$5,414,000.00

$5,753,130.00

$18,891,370.00

$21,311,812.00 $19,199,494.07

$24,007,516.98

$74,108,526.75

2 0 2 1 B U I L D I N G S TAT I S T I C S / A R E A
2021 Building Statistics
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HOUSING
STARTS IN Q4
HOUSING
STARTS IN
2021

West of QE 2 (5, 6, 7, 8, 11)
East of QE 2 (3, 4)
Junction 42

30%
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RED DEER COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT VISION:
To actively encourage business
growth that contributes to
sustainable prosperity for the
County and its community
partners and that protects the
region’s values, strengths and
livability.

